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Cevdet Erek, Larger Daf Without Skin II, 2023, pine wood, metal, 2 × 40 1/8". Photo: Hadiye Cangökçe.

Sound, measurement, and time lie at the heart of Cevdet Erek’s experiential
practice. His installations feature rulers, speakers, frame drums, and
carpets repurposed to augment the viewer’s perception of and interactions
with space. In his first gallery show in Istanbul, Erek experiments with the
formal, audible, and conceptual possibilities of a small group of objects.

Daf Without Skin II, 2021, is a circular hanging sculpture made from a
deconstructed daf—a type of frame drum—produced with the daf player and
maker Sami Hosseini. Suspended in the air, the instrument has been
stripped of its skin, reduced to its frame, and adorned with numerous metal
rings. Larger Daf Without Skin II, 2023, magnifies this arrangement so
that visitors can enter the drum’s circuitous area to hear the rustling of
metallic rings and imagine making music. The gesture blurs any
distinctions among the instrument, the musician, and the audience,
immersing one in an acoustic embrace.
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Facing those works is Ruler Daf Without Skin II, 2023, which straightens
out the drum’s wooden hoop and arranges its rings as markers of
measurement, so as to resemble a ruler. Another pair of rulers—a variation
on a 2011 work, Ruler 100 Years (with Calendar and Alphabet Revolution)
—takes Turkey’s centenary as its focal point. The ruler on top looks back a
century, with each centimeter representing one year, and marks two major
changes in the nation’s history: the replacement of the Islamic Hijri
calendar by the Gregorian in 1926, and the shift from Arabic to Latin script
in 1928. The ruler below stretches to 2123: Uniform and open-ended, it
reminds us of the future possibilities for Turkey.
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